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THE CIVIC SOCIETY OF ST IVES 

 

The Civic Society of St Ives was formed in 1968 to fight the pro-
posed plans to route the St Ives Bypass down Ramsey Road, 
across The Waits, Holt Island and Hemingford Meadow. 

The siting of the St Ives Bypass as it is today is a result of our ear-
ly campaigns. 

The Society continues to care for the beauty and character of the 
town, as well as working to stimulate public interest in civic mat-
ters and to provide an information service for those who wish to 
know more about the townôs history and development, and of the 
surrounding area. 

 

 

Its web-site can be found at: 
www.stivescivic.org.uk 

 

The society is a member of: 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England 

www.cpre.org.uk 

and 

The Cambridge Antiquarian Society 
www.camantsoc.org 

 

http://www.stivescivic.org.uk/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/
file:///C:/Annual%20Report%202013/www.camantsoc.org
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CHAIRMANôS REPORT 
 

It scarcely seems a year since the last Report was written and once again I 
am writing it in July to allow time for compilation, printing and distribution for 
our AGM in October. 

The first item is one of thanks to you all for your continued support of the Civic 
Society. It would be impossible to run your Society without your enthusiasm, 
subscriptions (due in September) and attendance at our monthly Meetings. 

We have had a busy year with many of our activities involving work with other 
organisations including Local Government. This has been done without losing 
sight of our aims ï to conserve and preserve our heritage whilst raising public 
awareness of the Townôs history and surrounding countryside. This does not 
mean that we are a Society preserved in formaldehyde ï far from it. We rec-
ognise the inevitability of change and seek to influence it in a way which al-
lows us to meet our aims. However, if challenge becomes inevitable then we 
will take it on in a dignified yet forthright manner which traditionally goes back 
over 40 years (please see the later article on the original St Ives Bypass). 

Many will remember Bob Burn-Murdoch MBE retiring at the turn of the year. 
We contributed to his farewell by appointing him a Life President of our Socie-
ty. We also joined with the Friends of the Norris Museum in presenting him 
with an original painting of one of his favourite views of St Ives commissioned 
from Richard Bolton. Helen Giles is now the Curator and is setting about ex-
tending the premises in a most innovative but traditional manner. 

We currently stand at the beginning of an era of great change. The HDC Lo-
cal Plan to 2036 projects limited Brown Site building in and around Town but 
also includes up to 4000 houses being built at RAF Wyton. Whilst there will be 
geographic separation from the Town, the affects will be felt by us all. We 
have serious concerns about roads, drainage and sewage and have repre-
sented these concerns to Local Government. We will continue to press for 
acceptable solutions which protect the Town from over-saturation of traffic 
and take account of the fragile drainage and sewage system. 

For the time being and, I hope the future, we have found that working with 
Local Government has produced many benefits. Some of our work has been 
diplomatic prodding and some has been more direct. We have been pleased 
to have our views welcomed, accepted and actioned. We should certainly not 
claim all the credit but we have had a benign influence on the following: 

The completion of the refurbishment of the New Bridges (CCC) 

The restoration of the damaged Priory Barn wall (HDC Conservation Team) 
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Further work on the Old Bridge Chapel (CCC) 

Refurbishment of the Old Bridge lighting (TC & CCC) 

A new development within our Society has been the birth of the St Ives Ar-
chaeology Group (STAG). The synergy amongst our Society, the Norris Mu-
seum and STAG is plain and most welcome. 

Our Involvement with the Town Team continues. Currently we are working 
with the Team and Town Council to establish and categorise the footpaths in 
and around Town. Once designated, Groups and volunteers will walk the 
routes and report on their condition. The resulting information will be sent to 
Local Government for action. This is only one example of the many actions 
taken by the Town Team. 

You may have heard of J D Wetherspoons making a bid for the Warehouse 
Clearance Shop. Potentially the introduction of such a facility, whilst popular 
with some, carries a serious threat to the pubs and restaurants in the Town. 
Many of these operate in Listed Buildings and harsh economic competition on 
a national scale could result in reduced maintenance or even closure. I for 
one do not relish walking past boarded-up Listed Buildings either by day or 
night. 

On a happier note we enjoyed a unique visit to Houghton Hall in Norfolk. It 
was a marvellous opportunity to see magnificent paintings restored to their 
original setting of 234 years ago when the Walpole family sold them to Kathe-
rine the Great. 

I will finish as I started ï by saying thank you to your Committee for their hard 
work and dedication. They are: 

Pat Allan   Basil Belcher 

Helen Eveleigh   Peter Newbould 

Richard Probyn   Barbara Richmond 

Peggy Seamark   David Stewart  

Barry Wills 

Abi Luter (our Minute-Taker) and Brian Richmond (Webmaster). 

Thank you for reading this and enjoy the rest of the report. 

Peɾˏʞ Bʨɲˏʞ 

Chairman 
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Civic Society of St Ives Statement of Income & Expenditure   

as at 30th April 2013   
                    

Income         Expenditure         
    Year to   Year     Year to   Year 
    29/04/13   2012     29/04/13   2012 
    Ã   Ã     Ã   Ã 

Subscriptions/Donations   2,951   2,796 Hall Hire   403   362 
Slepe Hall  Donations   590   0 Annual Report   678   785 
Visitors   72   69 Speakers   332   275 
Memorial Fund   0   4,064 Memorial Fund   0   3,905 
Social Evenings 222   325   Social Evenings 293   292   
Raffle 76 298 115 440 Raffle 50 343 56 348 
Interest       7 Insurance   200   200 
Gift Aid   583   340 Antiquarian Soc Subs   13   13 
Heritage Weekend   129   40 CPRE Subs   34   34 
Trips   2,060   0 Trips   960   100 
Falklands Talk   229     Carnival Stall 2011   0   10 
Jubilee Beer   585     Donations/Gifts   2,775   367 

          Administration 440   351   
          Postage 120   46   
          Phone 72   32   
         Travel    0   
          Web Site 24 656 40 469 
          Heritage Weekend   96   108 
Ã   7,497   7,756     6,490   6,976 

           
  

        

Balances from 
30 April 2012 

      Balances at 
30 April 2013 

        

                    
Current account   3,721     Current account   4,770     
Deposit Account   6,709     Deposit Account   6,714     
Total   10,430     Total   11,484     
add                   
Surplus for year   1,007     add         
Deposit Account Interest   5     Receipts after Period end   0     
Total   11,442     less         
less         Cheques yet to be         
2012 Payments   484     presented   525     

Ã   10,958     Ã   10,958     
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Report to the Trustees & Members of The Civic Society of St Ives, Chari-

ty No 257286, on the Accounts for the year ended 30
th
 April 2013 which 

are set out on the attached. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The charityôs trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The 

charityôs trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under sec-

tion 144 of the Charities Act 2011(the Charities Act) and that an independent 

examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to  

¶ Examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 

¶ To follow procedures laid down in the general Directions given by 

the Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities 

Act), and 

¶ To state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of independent examinerôs statement 

 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given 

by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the account-

ing records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented 

with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or dis-

closures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concern-

ing any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evi-

dence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is giv-

en as to whether the accounts present a ótrue and fairô view and the report is 

limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 

Independent examinerôs statement 

 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 

(1)  Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in , any material 

respect, the requirements: 

a. To keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of 

the Charities Act 
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b. To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records 

and comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities 

Act have not been met; or 

 

(2) To which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to ena-

ble a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

Signed : D McGoff ACIB BSC (Open)  Date 20
th
 July 2013 

Name  Dianne McGoff   BSc (Open) 

  4 Seathwaite, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 6NY 

 

TREASURERôS REPORT 2013 

The yearôs accounts have been independently examined and approved. The 

Examinerôs report and statement precedes this report. 

Overall we have ended the year with a Ã1,007 surplus reflecting the income 

for the Houghton Hall trip but not its major cost which will be incurred next 

year. The trip is expected to yield a small profit. 

This yearôs income and expenditure is substantially the same as last year 

thanks to the income and related costs against Trips, Jubilee Beer Sales and 

the Falklands Talk. 

In the year we have made the final donation to the Town Council for the provi-

sion of heritage plaques throughout the town and for the provision of a story 

board to Ingle Holt (Holt Island). The latter being financed by the Slepe Hall 

Old Girls Association. 

We hold reserves for future expenditure, but as a small charity, we have no 

reserves policy. 

We have again, this year, sponsored one of the óMusic on the Waitsô concerts 

with a Ã350 donation. 

Gift Aid remains important to the finances of the Society, contributing Ã583 

this year. Any member who pays income tax can have their subscription in-

cluded in our future applications by completing the forms available from Helen 

Everleigh or me. 
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Our deposit account has been transferred from Santander to The Cambridge 

Building Society giving us a marginal improvement in interest and utilising a 

local business 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Annual subscriptions are being maintained at the current level of Ã7 for single 

membership and Ã12 for household membership.  

Subscriptions are due in September   Payment can be made at meetings, 

by standing order or left at the Norris Museum in a named envelope. Standing 

Orders are preferred and forms for this are available at any meeting from Hel-

en Eveleigh or me. 

Baˡʳʕ Bʮlʫɯˏʞ 

Treasurer 
July 2013 
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MINUTES OF THE 44th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Held on 19

th
 October 2012, at the Free Church, St Ives 

 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Debbie Townsend, Annie & Robin Waters, John & Sheila Rhodes, 
Angela Owen-Smith, Dick Forway, David & Judith Stewart, Peter 
Newbold, Pat Akers, Julia Bruford. 
 

2. MINUTES OF THE 43
RD
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 

The minutes had been published in the Annual Report.  It was pro-
posed by John Smoothy and seconded by Ian Penfold, that the 
minutes were accurate and should be signed by the Chairman.  
Passed unanimously. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 
Nothing to note. 
 

4. CHAIRMANôS REPORT: 

¶ I will not read out the words from the Annual Report but instead 
will update it and give an overview using specific examples.   

¶ Iôll start with conservation.  During the year the bridge chapel win-
dow glazing was completed, so at least we now have a weather-
proof chapel following the earlier roof repairs.  Remaining to be 
done is re-rendering of the chapelôs interior, and something which 
came to light during the open days - the maintenance of the plat-
form jutting out above the river.   

¶ As far as the new bridges / flood arches are concerned, some 16 
have been refurbished in this last season.  This makes a total of 
26 arches.  Our sincere thanks must go to the Bridges Depart-
ment of CCC.  I am in constant touch with them, and they have 
even offered to replace the name plaque in the centre.  However, 
English Heritage turned down the application as it would mean 
removing original but illegible stonework from the bridges.  Per-
haps an interpretation board will turn out to be the solution. 

¶ Following on from last yearôs report, the War Memorial work was 
completed in time for Remembrance Sunday 2011.  A last minute 
appeal to the owners of the former Discount Warehouse Shop to 
tidy up their frontage resulted in the windows being painted white 
ï a good move as all was very scruffy and untidy inside. 

¶ Not all has been successful, but we keep trying.  Re-instatement 
of road / pavement surfaces will be a priority for this year.  In-
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roads will have already been made by Basil Belcher.  However, 
there is much to do and I fear it will be a slow grinding process. 

¶ We continue our involvement with the Town Plan on which our 
Town Council took the brave decision to have it run by the Com-
munity ï thatôs us.  Your Society has representation on the Action 
Teams of Community, Economy, and Transport / Environment.  
Issues that we are wrestling with are the oddly sited bus stop, 
traffic congestion, youth activities, cycle survey, signage and 
many others.  However, as with national economic matters much 
rests with confidence, optimism and evidence.  You will want to 
know that our MP has backed our endeavours as have County, 
District and Town Councillors.  Indeed some Town Councillors 
are members of the action teams.  One of the big challenges is to 
bring together the earnest and disparate groups in the town.  Not 
the easiest of tasks, but will serve our Society well to have a uni-
fied and vibrant Town proud of its heritage.  To this end Michael 
Purchas and I undertook the Mary Portas bid, ably assisted by 
Debbie and Peter Townsend to achieve a strong link between 
heritage and retail.  Our bid failed, but the fall out has been con-
siderable with further backing from our MP, and invitations to at-
tend National forums and meetings. 

¶ All of the foregoing might sound very expensive but these projects 
and initiatives have not cost your Society a penny, merely a lot of 
hard work and time. 

¶ To the future ï we have joined forces with SITI (St Ives Town Initi-
ative) in a bid to save the Octagon.  In this we also have support 
of the Conservation Team at the District Council, District Council-
lors and Officers.  Its early days yet, but Iôm optimistic that we will 
have a positive outcome. 

¶ In another area of town, Wellington Street, another initiative in is 
progress.  The proposition is to paint a professional mural in the 
street, depicting the trades and crafts of the old Fish Street.  We 
are keeping a weather eye on these developments and have in-
volved the District Conservation Team.  Thus far the early sketch-
es look interesting, historical and informative.  When we have a 
final sketch I will show it at our monthly meetings. 

¶ Pretty much everything Iôve reported involves working with other 
agencies ï co-operation not confrontation being the watchwords, 
and I hope you will agree that it brings results.  We will continue 
to reach out to others in a bid to influence, gain support and 
achieve results. 

¶ Sometimes however, a more robust approach is required ï and 
nowhere is this more apparent than in the strategic planning pro-
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cess. While we accept the need for necessary change, we also 
challenge the resilience of our infrastructure to cope with addition-
al housing planned for the period up to 2036 ï especially roads.  
We have a seat at this table and will continue to plug away whilst 
protecting our heritage. 

¶ Another area where the town plugs away is the St Ives in Bloom.  
This year we were again only a couple of points away from Gold 
with a Silver Gilt Award.  We should take considerable comfort 
from this as many towns take 14-20 years to get to this stage.  
We have done it in four, so next year weôre óGoing for Goldô. 

¶ Talking of Going for Gold, this is what your Committee has been 
doing for the past year, and I would like them to stand up so that 
they can be appreciated, also Brian Richmond, Val Jones and the 
Free Church Staff.  Thank You. 

 
That concludes my report. 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CHAIRMANôS REPORT: 
Nothing to note. 
 

6. TREASURERôS REPORT: 
The Treasurerôs Report and annual accounts for the year had been 
published in the Annual Report.   
 
Proposed by Bridget Smith, seconded by Bob King. 
 

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE: 
Chairman:  Mr Peter Baker was re-elected as Chairman.  Proposed 
by Nick Dibben, seconded by Colin Sanderson   
 
Hon Secretary:  Mr Pat Allan ï proposed by Nick Dibben, seconded 
by Colin Sanderson and elected. 
 
Hon Treasurer:  Mr Basil Belcher ï proposed by Nick Dibben, second-
ed by Colin Sanderson and elected. 
 
There were 5 nominations to re-elect Committee members: 
Helen Eveleigh 
Richard Probyn 
Barbara Richmond 
Peggy Seamark 
Barry Wills 
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2 new Committee Volunteers: 
Peter Newbould 
David Stewart 
 
Proposed by Tony Baraclough and seconded by Bridget Smith en 
bloc. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Committee for their hard work during the 
year.  The Chairman also thanked the outgoing Committee members 
Peter Plowman, Diane Gough and Bruce Luter for all their sterling 
work.  Val Jones is also moving on and Abi Luter has volunteered to 
replace her whilst Mike Davison and Howard Sercombe have offered 
to take speakers notes at our open meetings. 
 
This section would not be complete without paying tribute to the late 
Tony Burgess who was a major force in so many of the Townôs activi-
ties, including our Society while, amongst other things, he steered us 
through the 40

th
 Anniversary Commemorative Plaques Project. 

 
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Appointment of an accounts examiner.   Diane McGoff be appointed 
for the period to the end of the 2013 AGM, proposed by Barry Wills, 
seconded by Judith Costley 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7:50pm. 
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CIVIC SOCIETY of ST. IVES 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

18th October 2013 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence. 

2. Minutes of the 44th Annual General Meeting. 

3. Matters arising from the minutes. 

4. Chairmanôs Report. 

5. Matters arising from the Chairmanôs Report. 

6.  Treasurerôs Report and to accept the Accounts for 
the year to 30 April 2013. 

7. Election of Officers and Committee. 

8. Any Other Business, including: 

 a. Appointment of an accounts examiner for 2013-2014   

 

Resolutions: 

Accounts Examiner:   To appoint Ms. D McGoff, BSc, ACIB as 
independent accounts examiner until the conclusion of the 2014 
Annual General Meeting. 
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SUMMARY OF TALKS 2012 ï 2013 
 

The new season began on 21
st
 September 2012 with a talk by Les Millgate: 

The History of Duxford Airfield 
 

 
óWe Sweep the Skiesô 

 
On 21 September 2012 Les Millgate, who had flown Meteors from the Base, 
spoke on ñThe History of Duxford Airfieldò. His account on the provenance of 
this airfield stretched from 1916 to the present day. Quite an achievement 
given that the talk lasted 45 minutes and covered 97 years. 
 
Les started with the Royal Flying Corps operating from canvas tents on a 
grass airfield in 1916. The aircraft of the day were basic bi-planes but they 
paved the way for more advanced machines. This was important as the value 
of Air Power was increasingly recognised as the Great War progressed. In 
1917 there was an acceptance that Air Power was here to stay and Duxford 
(and Fowlmere) became proper airfields instead of Farmersô fields. Three 
hangars were built at Duxford and they are still in use today. 
 
The RAF was formed, ironically, on April Foolsô Day in 1918 and from then 
until 1924 Duxford was used as a Training Base operating Bristol Fighters 
commonly called the Brisfit  and a good aircraft of the time. In 1924 along 
came the Sopwith Snipe and then 2 Fighter Squadrons replaced the training 
outfits. 
 
And so the usual peacetime comings and goings continued during the inter-
war years seeing aircraft like the Gauntlets and Tutors (Cambridge UAS) op-
erating over our skies. But in 1938 World War 2 was looming and Duxford 
started to become more serious. 19 Squadron armed with Spitfires were sta-
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tioned  there. It was at this point that Les reminded us that the War started on 
1 September and not 3 September 1939! 
 
Just before the Battle of Britain, and after the Phoney War, things became far 
more tense. The Operations Room became increasingly busy as it received 
reports from Uxbridge about hostile Luftwaffe Bombers coming over the 
Channel. Now the heat was on as Fighters were scrambled to meet the in-
coming forces. At this time there was much tactical discussion about how best 
to use our Fighters; individual Squadrons or the ñBig Wingò concept involving 
several Squadrons operating as a single unit. On one of the Big Wing Sweeps 
Douglas Bader was pictured landing at Duxford. 
 

 
 
And so the War ground on but in 1943 the United States Army Air Force 
(USAAF) came into Duxford with the P51 Mustang. This was an extraordinary 
Fighter ( a couple of months from planning to construction). It had the ability 
to escort Bombers to and from their German targets. When the RAF came to 
operate the Mustang they replaced the American engine with the Rolls Royce 
Merlin. Have you heard the Merlinôs unique sound or growl in the skies this 
Summer? If so it will be from a Spitfire or the Lancaster. 
 
After the War Duxford reverted back to the RAF and saw Meteor NF 14ôs 
(Nightfighters) and the delta winged Javelins based there. Sadly, Duxford was 
eventually closed in 1961 when it was deemed too far North and inland to be 
strategically viable. 
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A long period of uncertainty followed and in 1977 Cambridge County Council 
joined with the Imperial; War Museum (IWM) and Duxford Aviation Society to 
buy the runway and give the abandoned Base a new lease of life. The rest is 
history - the IWM at Duxford today is a world leader with its wide and varied 
collection of aircraft, tanks and even the original 1940ôs Operations Room. 
 

On the 19
th
 October 2012 Bridget Flanagan talked about: 

The Changing Landscape above the Thicket Path between 
Houghton & St Ives 

 
It wasnôt the irresistible attraction of the AGM which brought over 60 members 
out in the pouring rain on 19

th
 October but the prospect of learning more about 

a much-loved local landscape feature. Bridgetôs first slide summed up how we 
feel about The Thicket: 
 
Thicket Road, a tree lined footpath that meanders by the vestiges of rich 
grasslands and wildflower meadows that once covered farmland throughout 
southern England. Here be cowslip, yellow rattle and green winged or-
chids, and vernal grasses that give hay its distinctive sweet smell. As we 
walked along, the skies cleared, the sun dappled the path with light and 
warmth, and there seemed no better place for a man and a dog 
 
A map of 1728 shows a path alongside the river west of St Ives and south of 
the old brick yards on which the original St Ives Golf Course was built, but 
otherwise the town was separated from Houghton by open country. Houghton 
Hill is an outcrop of Elsworth Rock which by its nature could not be cultivated 
on the exposed southern slope. As a result it supported an area of ancient 
woodland known as The Thicket. Ash and field maple were coppiced in for-
mer times, and the age of the wood is confirmed by the presence of spurge 
laurels. Even today, seen from across the meadows south of the river, the 
tree-clad hill looks as it must have done hundreds of years ago, with no trace 
of building. This is because the houses that have been built since that early 
map was drawn are well-hidden amongst the trees, largely invisible both from 
the river below and from the road above.  Much of Bridgetôs talk described 
how those houses came to be and who lived in them. 
 
The first evidence of building appears in a map of 1830, which as well as indi-
cating the path by the river also shows Hill Cottage, just south of what is now 
the A1123 at the top of the hill. Nothing is known of who lived there, but in a 
map of 1887 Houghton Hill House and Home Farm were marked in almost the 
same spot. This impressive country house, standing in 89 acres, was built in 
1841 for Mr Gilbert Ansley, clearly a man of substance who chose probably 
the best site in the area and planted many fine trees in the surrounding park-
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land. This map also shows The How, a mid-19
th
 century residence which even 

today remains well-hidden amongst the trees. At the Houghton end of The 
Thicket the first grand development was the house now known as The Ce-
dars. It was built in 1854 for that very well-known local businessman and 
philanthropist Potto Brown, and was originally named The Elms. The southern 
aspect is particularly attractive, and the large garden contained many glass-
houses producing fruit and vegetables for the table. Mr Tilbrook was the head 
gardener, and he was still cultivating it on a commercial basis at the end of 
the century after the Browns had left; today only fragments of the old market 
garden remain, the land having been sold for housing. 
 
George Brown, Pottoôs second son, lived briefly in the Cedars but then in 
1868 built his own house across the lane and took the name The Elms with 
him. George was a keen gardener and kept detailed diaries of the changing 
seasons in his beautiful grounds, which are still a delight with magnificent co-
nifer trees and carpets of spring bulbs.  The grounds also contain evidence of 
the very earliest occupation of Huntingdonshire -  a bronze-age burial mound. 
Georgeôs daughter married artist Charles Whymper, who painted the grounds 
in all their glory in 1881 (the painting is in HDCôs collection). A family called 
Frazer bought The Elms in the early 1900s and subdivided the plot to build 
Thicket Lodge. After the Frazers the house became the HQ of a biological 
research company, and when that closed the future of the site was in some 
doubt. Happily a developer saw the potential, and in 2008 the first of 23 luxury 
apartments created from the main house and its outbuildings went on sale, 
with the original gardens preserved largely intact. 
 

 
 
The Thicket from New Road Hemingford.  Who says there arenôt any hills in 

Huntingdonshire! 


